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officials* The authorities were also indignant
that she should have so much influence. They
might have clamoured for a reform and been
refused by London, but, when Florence put
forward the same suggestion, Herbert was often
able to move the War Office. The officials com-
plained that her word carried more weight than
theirs, and that she got the credit for reforms
which had been proposed by others before her
arrival.
When Florence went to the Crimea, she met
with rank discourtesy and in some quarters down-
right insult,, and her jurisdiction was questioned-
The Government had appointed her to be super-
intendent of nurses in Turkey, but the Crimea was
Russian territory, and the officials argued that her
writ did not run in Balaclava. Sir John Hall,
Florence's old enemy, was the chief upholder of
this theory, and at the beginning of 1856 he took a
step which she regarded as a usurpation of her
powers. The female nurses at Koulali, over
whom Florence regarded herself in control, were
dismissed from there to the General Hospital at
Scutari. Their addition to the staff at the
General Hospital made Roman Catholic nurses
in the majority, and Florence had always tried to
hold the balance equally between them. That,
however, was only one of her points, More im-
portant was the fact that, without consultation
with her, nurses under her charge had been
dimmed from erne hospital and sent to another.
Hafl claimed that, as Chief Medical Officer, he